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328 Publications of the 

List of American Learned and Educational Societies. 
Prepared by Dr. Stephen B. Weeks. 

The attention of members of the society is called to an excel- 
lent article with the foregoing title printed in Chapter XIII 
(pages 1493-166 1) of Vol. II, of the Report of the United States 
Commissioner of Education, for the year 1893-94, j ust issued. 

E. S. H. 

Scientific Visitors to the Lick Observatory. 

Professor Kayser. 

We had the pleasure of a scientific visit from Professor 
Kayser, of the University of Bonn, on October 5th, 6th, and 7th. 
The weather was excellent (except for smoke in the valleys from 
extensive forest fires) and representative of our usual summer 
conditions, and Professor Kayser was able to see many objects 
of which observations have been made here, particularly the 
spectra of interesting and type objects. E. S. H. 

The Meeting of the Astronomische Gesellschaft at 

Bamberg (1896) — Greetings to their 

Colleagues in California. 

On October 7th, the mail brought a post-card addressed to 
the Lick Observatory inscribed as follows: 

" From the XVI Astronomical Congress (Bamberg). Send 
Greetings. ' ' 

"Auwers, Dr. J. Bauschinger, Prof. E. Becker, Strass- 
burg, Martin Brendel, C. V. L. Charlier, F. Cohn, 
Dr. G. Eberhard, F. Folie, J. Franz, Dr. Ernst Hartwig, 
Bamberg, J. Holetschek, P. Kempf, Otto Knopf, Jena, 
H. Kreutz, Editor ad. int. Ast. Nach., Lehmann-Filhes, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. O. Leuschner, Dr. Messerschmitt, Zurich, 
M. Nyren, J. A. C. Oudemans, J. Palisa, C. F. Pechule, 
Dr. M. Schmidt, R. Schorr, Hamburg, W. Schur, Got- 
tingen, H. Seeliger, R. Steinheil, B. Wanach, Prof. Dr. 
E. Weiss, Vorsitzender, W. Winkler, Jena", (and at least one 
more name not to be deciphered.) 

These cordial greetings are highly welcome. They empha- 
size the fact that science has nothing to do with boundary lines. 



Astronomical Society of the Pacific. 3 2 9 

Wherever the members of the Astronomische Gesellschaft may- 
be, they have a common cause, and, in a sense, a common 
country. E. S. H. 

1896, October 8. 

Mt. Helena visible from Mt. Hamilton. 

Mt. Helena, 4343 feet high, is situated at the head of the 
Napa Valley, California. It is visible from Mt. Hamilton, at a 
distance of about 105 miles. 

The highest (west) point of this mountain bears 30 15' west 
of true north from the Transit House of the Lick Observatory. 

C. D. Perrine. 
Lick Observatory, October 31, 1896. 

Comet/ 1896 (Perrine). 

This comet was discovered about 10 p.m., November 2d, in 
the constellation Vulpecula. Its position at 19 11 13 1 * 1 3 s G. M. T. , 
was R. A. 20" 2i m 36 8 .33; Decl. + 25 6' 39".8. Its motion 
was nearly 2 m west and 50' south per day. From Mt. Hamilton 
observations of November 2d, 6th, and nth, I have derived 
the following parabolic elements : 

T= 1897 February 8.15286 G. M. T. 

o = 172 37' 36" ) 

&,--= 86 28 00 \ 1896.0 
i = 146 8 42 \ 

q= 1. 0571 
Residuals: (O-C) A X cos /3- 4 "; A /3 - 1". 

The comet is faint, not being brighter than a star of ioJ^ or 

n magnitude, and has a stellar nucleus of about 13 magnitude. 

It has a well-marked central condensation, and is about 2' in 

diameter. Its distance at discovery was about 140,000,000 miles, 

and is slowly increasing, the comet consequently growing fainter. 

C. D. Perrine. 
Lick Observatory, November 16, 1896. 

Decoration for Professor Holden. 

The Director of the Lick Observatory has received the 
diploma and decoration of Knight of the Order of the Danne- 
brog, of Denmark, for services to science. 



